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INTERNET RESOURCES FOR HOME BUYING 
 
 

 Topic Website Content Comments 

 
1. 

 
Search Engines 

 
www.google.com 
 

 
Popular search engine 

 

 
2. 

 
Budgeting 

 
www.fool.com/calcs/calculators.htm 
 

 
Lots of online calculators 

 

 
3. 

 
Calculators 

 
www.homemoneyhelp.com/mvelopes
budcalc.html  

 
A thorough online calculator 

 

 
4. 

  
http://realestate.boston.com 

 
Calculators in the Financing 
section 

 
 

 
5. 

  
www.hud.qov/buyinq 

 
Affordability calculator; 
comparison of rent vs. 
buying; rights of home 
buyers 
 

 

 
6. 

 
Credit 

 
www.annualcreditreport.com 

 
Order your free credit report 

 
Free and simple 
No score 

 
7. 

 
Debt 
Management 
Plan 

 
www.creditcounseling.org 

 
Information about debt 
management plans, 
refinancing at lower interest 
rates 
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8. 

  
www.ago.state.ma.us    
(select consumer protection and then 
credit issues and identity fraud) 

 
Regulations protecting 
against debt harassment 

 

 
9. 

  
www.ftc.gv  
(click on consumers) 

 
General information about 
credit reporting complaints 

 
 

 
10. 

 
Mortgages 

 
www.bankrate.com 

 
Prevailing mortgage rates in 
a particular area, mortgage 
calculator 

 
Lenders with phone numbers and rates, 
predictions about interest rates 

 
11. 

  
www.freddiemac.com 
 

 
Average national mortgage 
rates 

 
Provides a benchmark 

 
12. 

  
www.lendingtree.com 

 
On line loan applications; 
mortgage calculator 

 
“Get Smart” option where lender does not pull 
your credit 
 

 
13. 

  
www.homefind.com 

 
Mortgage rates at some local 
banks and mortgage 
companies 

 
Also gives list of utilities serving an area and list 
of homes 

 
14. 

 
Special 
Mortgage 
Programs for 
First Time 
Home Buyers 
 

 
www.masshousing.com 

 
Mass Housing's special 
mortgage programs for first-
time or low and moderate 
income first-time 
homebuyers 
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15. 

  
www.mhp.net 
 

 
SoftSecond Loan program 
information for first-time 
homebuyers 
 

 

 
16. 

  
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/common/ 
indiv_intro.htm 

 
Rural development loan 
info 

 
Low cost loans for single and multifamily homes 
in designated rural areas 

 
17. 

  
www.homeloans.va.gov/ 
 

 
VA loans 

 

 
18. 

  
www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordableho
using/programs/home/addi/index.cfm 
 

 
General description of 
American Dream Down 
payment Initiative 
 

 
Data regarding communities, home values, 
ownership and mortgages, general statistics 

 
19. 

 
Buying Real 
Estate 

 
www.domania.com 

 
Actual sales prices by 
neighborhood; property tax 
rates 

 
Property listings, foreclosures, new construction 
Have to register to get access. 

 
20. 

  
www.boston.com 

 
Boston real estate listings 
from the Boston Globe 
 

 
Can search by region of state 

 
21. 

  
www.realtor.com 

Comprehensive real estate 
listings as well as prices of 
recent sales in various 
towns and on various 
streets; can limit search by 
price 

 
Listings for sale/rent; miscellaneous useful info 
such as movers 
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22. 

  
www.isoldmyhouse.com 
 

 
Owner real estate listings 

 

 
23. 

  
www.zillow.com 
 

 
Gives Assessment 
value of properties 

 

 
24. 

  
www.craigslist.com 

 
Owner real estate listing 
 

 
Also good for home furnishings 
 

 
25. 

  
www.homebuying.about.com 

 
Lots of general information 
about buying a home; 
references to home buying 
search engines 
 

 
Free registration 

 
26. 

  
www.buypropertiesonlne.com 
 

 
Post a home wanted ad if 
you're pre-approved 
 

 
Not much MA real estate 

 
27. 

 
Fair Housing 

 
www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/index.cfm 
 

 
HUD’s Office of Fair 
Housing and Equal 
Opportunity 
 

 
Fair housing laws — federal and complaint 

 
28. 
 

  
www.mass.gov/mcad/welcome.html 
 

 
Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination 
 

 
Fair housing — state and complaint 
 

 
29. 

 
Affordable 
Homes for Sale 
  

 
www.chapa.org/housing_lotteries.htm 

 
Affordable 
Homeownership and 
Rental Lotteries 
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30. 

  
http://www.massdhcd.com/HOP/MainMe
nu.aspx 
 

 
Affordable homes for 
sale 

 

 
31. 
 

  
http://www.ci.boston.ma.us/bra/AffordH
ousing/AH.asp 
 

 
Boston housing lotteries 
run by BRA 

 
Register on line to be kept appraised of upcoming 
lotteries 

 
32. 
 

  
http://homesforgood.org/ 

 
Affordable homes for 
sale and resale 
 

 

 
33. 

 
Information 
about particular 
communities 
 

 
www.mass.gov/dhcd/iprofile/default.htm

 
Community profiles 

 

 
34. 
 

  
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/results.html 
 

 
MCAS Scores 

 

 
35. 
 

  
www.just4kids.org/ma 

 
School comparisons 

 

 
36. 
 

  
www.massstats.com 

 
A variety of statistical 
info by town 
 

 

 
37. 
 

 
Transportation 
and Commuting 
 

 
www.mapquest.com 

 
Commuting times 

 
Links to info about community, schools and jobs 
Doesn't take rush hour into account 
 

 
38. 
 

  
www.mbta.com/ 

 
Commuting map 

 
Good maps of routes/times/programs 
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39. 

 
Declaration of 
Homestead 
 

 
www.sec.state.ma.us/rod/rodhom/homidx
.htm 

 
Information about filing 
a declaration of 
homestead 
 

 

 
40. 

 
Licenses of real 
estate 
professionals 
 

 
www.mass.gov/dob/liclist.htm 

 
Check to see if a 
mortgage broker or 
lender is licensed 

 
 

41.   
http://license.reg.state.ma.us/loca/locapro
f.asp  
 

 
Check a real estate agent 
license 

 
 

 
42. 
 

  
http://license.reg.state.ma.us/loca/locapro
f.asp  
 

 
Check a home inspector 
license 

 

 
43. 
 

 
Home 
Inspectors 
 

 
www.ashi.orq 

 
A way to find home 
inspectors 

 

 
44. 

 
Home 
Insurance 

 
www.mass.gov/doi  

 
General information 
about homeowner 
insurance 

 

 
45. 

 
Lead 

 
www.mass.gov/dph/clppp 

 
Licensed lead inspectors 
and deleaders 
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46. 
 

 
Filing a 
Complaint 
 

 
www.bbb.orq 

 
Better Business Bureau 

 

 
47. 

  
http://www.occ.treas.gov/customer.htm 

 
Complaints about 
National banks 

 
References to websites of agencies regulating 
lenders other than national banks 
May take time to get complaint resolved 
 

 
48. 

 
 

 
www.mass.gov/doi 

 
Massachusetts Division 
of Insurance website to 
file a complaint 
 

 

 
49. 

 
Home 
Improvements 
 

 
www.bostonbmrc.org 

 
Building Materials 
Resource Center 

 
Discounted building materials and home 
improvement classes 
 

 


